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El Dia de los Muertos 2009

After all of the Halloween
festivities are over, there is
still more celebrating to be
done. Dia de los Muertos,
Day of the Dead, is observed
within the first few days of
November. The Spanish
Department celebrated this
holiday in the auxiliary dining
room on November 2, 2009.
The walls were decorated
with brightly colored papel
picado, punched paper,
which is  hand-cut into
images of skulls, skeletons,
offerings, prayer and other
symbols. An ofrenda,
offering, was set up to honor
the life of Paco, a fictional
character created by the
Spanish Department.
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Ofrendas typically contain
food, drink, soap, water, a
picture representing the
person who is being re-
membered, and other items
that reflect the person’s
talents, likes and person-
ality. Flores de Muerte, mari-
golds, are also present at
the site of an ofrenda.

One common symbol for
the holiday is La Catrina. La
Catrina, or Lady Death, is
generally depicted as a
skeleton dressed as a regal
lady. She is usually holding
marigolds in her hands or
has marigolds tucked into
her hat. Several images of
La Catrina were placed ...

The Spanish Department’'s ofrenda
honoring “Paco.” The ofrenda is a
tradition of Dia de los Muertos.

Word of the Month
Pavo
Turkey

(Continued on page 3.)

Latin American News

Ecuador — Anyone who has
tried to raise money for a
cause knows how hard it is to
get donations. However,
what does one do when the
goal is to raise $3 billion?
Rafael Correa, president of
Ecuador, faces this dilemma.
For two years now, Correa
has been busy visiting other
countries, advocating his
plans to make Ecuador a
more environmentally friendly
nation.

With  $3 billion, the
Ecuadorean government will
be able to cease oail drilling in
Yasuni National Park for ten
years. This would keep an
estimated 410 million metric
tons of harmful CO:2 from

entering the Earth’s

atmosphere!

So far, this figure has
driven several nations to
whip out their checkbooks.
Already, Spain has spent
$200,000 on Ecuador and is
still considering how much it
will donate to their cause.
Germany shows signs of
skepticism and is waiting to
see what other nations will
donate before they decide
on an amount.

With many other countr-
ies in mind, Correa plans on
taking his proposition to the
U.S. this month.

— Nicole Eichelberger



How to Learn Spanish Eftficiently

As many students know,
foreign language classes can
be challenging. However, one
has little need to fear. There
are many things that can help
a student learn Spanish easily
and efficiently.

When taking a Spanish
class, pay special attention to
the  vocabulary.  Studying
vocabulary for an hour or even
half an hour every day will help
a student's performance in
class.

Another way to improve
Spanish fluency is speaking in
Spanish as much as possible.

Talk to friends or family
members in  Spanish. At
Mexican restaurants, take

advantage of the opportunity
and try to communicate with

Accent on the O

“Esta” or “esta”? That is
the question. When writing in
Spanish, one must place
stress marks, tildes, and
inverted punctuation marks in
all the right places—or else
the meaning changes
dramatically!

To help one’s Spanish to
be the best it can be, here is
a table of keyboard shortcuts:

A=Alt+0193  a=Alt+ 160
E =Alt+0201 ¢é=Alt+ 130
I =Alt+0205 | i=Alt+ 161
O=Alt+0211 06=Alt+ 162
U=Alt+0218 | G = Alt + 163
U=Alt+0220 0=Alt+129
N=Alt+165 | fi=Alt+ 164
¢, =Alt+168 | j=Alt+173
«=Alt+173 | »=Alt+ 175

— Nicole Eichelberger

the waiter and other employees
in Spanish, even if all one knows
is mesero (waiter).

Another way to practice
Spanish is to look at oneself in a
mirror while speaking Spanish.
Pay attention to pronunciation.

With some words,
mispronunciation can alter the
meaning drastically. For

example, when pronouncing this
word perro the Spanish word for
‘dog,” the letter RR (erre) must
be rolled (or “trilled”) to make the
correct sound. Pero, meaning
“but,” may look similar to perro,
but the R is not trilled. One must
indeed be careful with
pronunciation and be sure that
perro is distinguishable from
pero when spoken.

Most importantly, in order to

Festival of Spain

On Nov 14 the Spanish
Club traveled to the Festival of
Spain in St. Louis. The event
was sponsored by The St. Louis
Cultural Flamenco Soci-
ety. Blackburn students were
involved in a flamenco work-
shop led by a member of the
Flamenco  Society. Esther
Pardo, a world renowned
Flamenco dancer and a former
member of The National Ballet
of Spain, performed, and guest

The Spanish Club attends a Flamenco

dancing workshop.

study Spanish effectively, one
must have the initiative to study
in the first place. Without the
proper drive, any task can
become both difficult and
boring. One does not have to
study Spanish just to fulfill a
requirement. There are many
reasons to study Spanish. For
instance, a vacation in Cancun
is much more enjoyable to a
vacationer who can comm-
unicate with the locals.

From vocabulary words to
pronunciation, a person
studying Spanish has much to
learn. Although finding and
maintaining focus can
sometimes be a challenge, one
must remember the golden rule:
keep practicing. After all, “jLa
préactica hace perfecto!”

— Alisa Schrader

The Spanish Club at the Festival of Spain.

musicians David Chiriboga and
David Gonzales provided the
music for the performances.
Students were able to meet and
interact with the dancers and

musicians. In the workshop,
students learned basic arm
movement  and the  four
Flamenco dance steps.

Students had the opportunity to
experience authentic Spanish
food such as paella,
empanadas, and bocadillas.

— Callie Cummings



El Dia de los Muertos 2009 (Continued)

around the auxiliary dining
room, along with little plastic
esqueletos, or skeletons.

Traditionally, families craft
and decorate calaveras, or
sugar skulls. They write the
names of relatives or friends
who have passed on across
the forehead of the sugar
skulls and decorate them with
brightly colored designs using
icing. To honor this tradition,
the Spanish Department used
an image of a skull copied
onto paper and allowed guests
to decorate the skulls with
crayons and colored pencils.

Like all good college
events, there was food at Dia
de los Muertos. Professor

Congratulations to
Professor Glenn

The Spanish Department
would like to congratulate
Professor Rebecca Glenn on
her recent award. On
November 18, 2009, Professor
Glenn was asked to speak to
the Business and Professional
Women. There, she spoke for
a program on immigration and
bilingual issues as well as her
experiences with Cargill and
her time spent in Mexico.
Suddenly, to Glenn’s surprise,
she was presented with a
certificate—a  Library  and
Literacy Award for work with
bilingual education. In her own
words, “jQué bueno!”

e

hrase of the Month
iLas mariquitas estan
conquistando!

The lady-bugs are taking over!

Dr. Gary Long and Melba Buxbaum enjoy
the festivities at El Dia de los Muertos.

Meliza Ramirez made Pan de
Muertos, also known as
bread of the dead. These
small loaves of bread are
typically  decorated  with
pieces of dough representing
skull and crossbones. The

Don’t forget the

Place: Hudson 222

1 Activities: :
. » Discussing up- |
E coming events trips,

: & fundraisers :
i > Games i
| » Spanish vocabulary |
i building 5
. » Making friendships |
i » Having fun! i

For meeting times, contact:
07keycummic@gmail.com

bread is lightly sweetened, and
sometimes topped with sesame

seeds and powdered
sugar. The Spanish Depart-
ment also played an edu-

cational film about Dia de los
Muertos that gave additional
background information about
different traditions and cele-
brations.

Dia de los Muertos portrays

death in a cheerful light.
Students learned about a
positive and fun way to

celebrate the lives of family
members and friends who have
passed on.

iFeliz Dia de los muertos!
— Katrina Werle

Student Worker
Spotlight

The Spanish
Department is
proud to
announce
Chelsea Lewis
as their Spot-
light Worker of
the month.
Chelsea is the
Spanish Department’'s Media
Coordinator. Her job involves
decorating the Spanish
department’'s  bulletin  board
and increasing awareness of
Blackburn’s Spanish program
amongst high schools. She is
from Collison, lllinois and is a
freshman majoring in Spanish.
Some of her favorite activities
include playing sports,
spending time with friends, and
shopping. After she graduates,
Chelsea would love to be able
to go to a foreign country and
help small children.




Spanish Tutoring Hours

Computer Lab. Hours (Hudson 206)

Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays
3:00-4:00PM  3:30-530PM  10:00-11:00AM  3:30-5:30 PM  10:00 — 12:00 PM  1:00-2:00 PM  11:00 — 12:00 PM
7:00-9:00 PM  7:00 —9:00 PM  1:00 — 2:00 PM 1:00 — 2:00 PM

3:30 — 5:30 PM 6:00 — 8:00 PM
6:00 — 8:00 PM

Regular Tutoring Hours (Hudson 204 and 222)

Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays
1:30 — 3:00 PM (204) = 2:00—3:00 PM (222)  8:00— 9:00 PM (222)  1:00 — 2:00 PM (222) 8:00 — 9:00 AM (222)
3:00 - 5:00 PM (204) = 11:00 — 2:00 PM (222)  2:00 — 3:00 PM (204) 2:00 — 3:00 PM (222)
2:00— 3:00 PM (204)  3:00—5:00 PM (222) = 6:00 — 7:00 PM (204, 222)
3:00 — 4:00 PM (222) 7:00 — 8:00 PM (204)

8:00 — 9:00 PM (204)

If you need a tutor during another time that is not listed here, please contact one of the Spanish tutors. See the article above
for directions to Hudson 222.

Spanish Tutor Contact Information

Tutors for SP 101 Students

Tutor Name E-mail Address Phone Number
Chelsea Lewis chelsea.lewis@blackburn.edu (217) 799-0082
Nicole Eichelberger nicole.eichelberger@blackburn.edu (618) 225-0293

Tutors for SP 201 Students

Tutor Name E-mail Address Phone Number
Callie Cummings callie.cummings@blackburn.edu (217) 556-1585
Asia Steele asia322000@yahoo.com (217) 851-5420
Katrina Werle katrina.werle@blackburn.edu (815) 861-8241
Alisa Schrader alisa.schrader@blackburn.edu (618) 525-2726

On-call Tutor for SP 300-400 Level Students

Tutor Name E-mail Address Phone Number

Victor Davis victor_davis78@yahoo.com (618) 910-8244



We want to hear from YOU!

If you have suggestions, articles, recipes, phrases,
photographs, or anything else you can think of
that you would like to submit to the Spanish
Department Newsletter, please contact Nicole
Eichelberger at:
nicole.eichelberger@blackburn.edu.

Any and all submissions would be much
appreciated! jMuchisimas gracias!

Featured Recipe

Pan de muertos
(Dead Bread)
Ingredients:
1/2 cup butter
1/2 cup milk
1/2 cup water
5 to 5-1/2 cups flour
2 packages dry yeast
1 teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon whole anise seed
1/2 cup sugar
4 eggs

In a saucepan over medium flame, heat the butter, milk and water until very warm but not boiling.
Meanwhile, measure out 1-1/2 cups flour and set the rest aside. In a large mixing bowl, combine the 1-1/2
cups flour, yeast, salt, anise seed and sugar. Beat in the warm liquid until well combined. Add the eggs and
beat in another 1 cup of flour. Continue adding more flour until dough is soft but not sticky. Knead on lightly
floured board for ten minutes until smooth and elastic.

Lightly grease a bowl and place dough in it, cover with plastic wrap and let rise in warm place until
doubled in bulk, about 1-1/2 hours. Punch the dough down and shape into loaves resembling skulls, skeletons
or round loaves with "bones" placed ornamentally around the top. Let these loaves rise for 1 hour.

Bake in a preheated 350 F degree oven for 40 minutes. Remove from oven and paint on glaze.
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